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At the moment of Philip's lowest fortunes he was
delivered. William the Breton breaks forth into a
dramatic psean. The weird sisters would no longer suffer
a proud rebel to abuse their mercies. Atropos spoke
in solemn ire to Clotho and Lachesis. The thread of Lis
life must be snapped. Philip deserved the Fates' pro-
tection. Richard, greedy of gold and pleasure, should
look no more on the sun. On April 6, 1199, he died at
Chaluz. When the great limbs were stretched by his
father's tomb at Pontevrault, and the lion heart was laid
to rest in the great mother church of the Xorman duchy,
Frenchmen saw that the Angevin house had begun to
fall on evil days, and that the time of their king's
triumph had come. "God visited the land of France,
for King Eichard was no more."
From that moment King Philip's fortune turned.
John, of all the Plantagenets the weakest and the worst,
was accepted in Normandy and England as his brother's
heir, and Philip was able to pose as the chivalrous
champion of the orphan Arthur. The turbulent barons
of Anjou, Maine, and Touraine flocked to the standard
of the child under whose rule they could live un-
checked. They unanimously chose him as their lord,
and he did homage to Philip, At Tours Constance of
Brittany placed her son in the French king's hands. He
was sent to Paris to be brought up with the young Louis.
Philip took Evreux and overran the Yexin, Eleanor,
the aged mother of John, it is true, secured her own
duchy of Aquitaine for her only surviving son, and John,
in a sudden fit of energy, sacked and burnt Le Mans.
But the real strength lay now altogether with Philip.
His great vassals were still fickle. Otto of Brunswick,